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Surrey co-responding scheme trial set to begin 

A potentially life-saving scheme which will see Surrey firefighters attend certain medical 

emergencies goes live later this month.  

The co responding scheme, which starts on Monday, 28 September, will see firefighters 
from across the county involved.  

Similar to the ambulance trust’s community first responder scheme, the firefighters will 

respond to life-threatening emergencies such as cardiac arrests, chest pains and breathing 
difficulties.  

In the same way community first responders are always backed up, qualified ambulance 

crews will be assigned at the same time as the firefighters who will respond in fire engines 
or in fire service cars.    

Initially the pilot, which runs until April 2016, will operate in Leatherhead, Reigate, Farnham, 

Horley, Chobham, Redhill, Cranleigh and Caterham before being rolled-out to others areas 
over the coming weeks.  

The firefighters who have agreed to be involved in the pilot have all undertaken the 
immediate emergency care responder training.    

Developed by SECAmb, the training will enable firefighters to provide treatment to patients 
in the moments before ambulance crews arrive.  

The new scheme is among a number of similar pilots which are taking place elsewhere in 

the country.  

SECAmb Paramedic and Immediate Emergency Care Responder (IECR) project lead, Dave 
Wells said: “This is all about saving more lives.  When someone is in cardiac arrest, with 
every minute that passes their chances of survival diminish significantly.  

“This great scheme will give us up to an extra 100 defibrillators out there in communities 
across Surrey, which has to be a good thing.  

“All the firefighters volunteered to be part of the scheme, act as an additional response to 

our crews.  

“We’ll also always assign an ambulance response to the call at the same time but if the 
firefighters reach the scene of an emergency before ambulance crews, they will be able to 
begin vital life-saving treatment.”  



   

Firefighters will also, if necessary, be able to use the defibrillator, which they will carry as 
part of their clinical equipment, to attempt to restart a patient’s heart.  

The scheme is part of the ongoing work of the Emergency Services Collaboration across 
SECAmb’s region.  

Kay Hammond, Surrey County Council's Cabinet Associate for Community Safety Services, 
said: “Firefighters are dedicated to saving lives in whichever way they can and already carry 
equipment such as defibrillators to give the best possible care at the scene of fire and 

rescue emergencies. By going a step further and providing urgent care at a medical 
emergency when they can be on the scene before an ambulance they are aiming to save 
even more lives.  

“Fire and rescue emergencies will always come first but when there are crews and vehicles 
available firefighters who are part of this pilot scheme will be able to start giving medical 
help to patients in life-threatening situations while an ambulance is on its way. It's another 

example of emergency services in Surrey working closely together to better serve their 
communities.”  

Ends 

Note to editors: 

 South East Coast Ambulance Service was formed on 1 July 2006, following the merger of 

Kent, Surrey and Sussex ambulance trusts and is one of 10 ambulance services 

operating in England. It covers an area of 3,600 square miles and a resident population of 

4.5 million across East and West Sussex, Brighton & Hove, Kent and Medway and 

Surrey. The trust responds to 999 calls from the public, immediate and urgent calls from 

health professionals, as well as providing non-emergency Patient Transport Services 

(pre-booked patient journeys to and from healthcare facilities) in some areas.  It employs 

more than 3,000 staff across 60 sites, more than half of whom are paramedics and 

ambulance technicians. 

 SECAmb is a NHS Foundation Trust and as such invites the public to have a say in how 

we run our services. It’s free to become a member of SECAmb, and members will receive 

a newsletter with potentially life-saving health tips, invitations to ambulance service 

events, and information about any changes we’re planning to our services. To become a 

member fill in our online form: www.nhs-membership.co.uk/seas or, to be sent a form to 

fill in, leave your name and address on our membership phone line: 01273 484821, or 

text 07770 685 772. 

For further details contact: 

 

 Rich Airey, Media Relations Manager, on 01737 364442 or 07500 991807 or email 

richard.airey@secamb.nhs.uk.  

 On-call press officer for urgent media enquiries 01622 740562, option 1 

http://www.nhs-membership.co.uk/seas


   

 

Or visit www.secamb.nhs.uk 

 

 Follow us on Twitter!   
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