
Dear Sir Jeremy,
 
I am writing to you as the Government’s appointed adviser on the consultation arrangements 
associated with airport expansion.
 
You may already be aware that as a county council we are very concerned that residents in two of 
Surrey districts – Surrey Heath and Elmbridge – are not being given a proper opportunity to have 
their views heard on what is a critical issue for many residents.
 
I have raised this with Lord Ahmad and copies of the recent letters are attached.
 
You will see that Lord Ahmad has declined to make any changes to the consultation arrangements 
and most significantly has reiterated that the Government will not hold public meetings in either of 
the boroughs.
 
From my perspective the issue is very simple. There are four districts in Surrey including both 
Surrey Heath and Elmbridge that are represented or have campaign groups represented on the 
Heathrow Community Noise Forum. This is for the very straightforward reason that residents in 
these boroughs have been affected by aircraft noise in recent years, particularly when new flight 
paths have been piloted and that at this stage, whatever assumption is made by the Government, 
no one knows what the precise effect of the planned expansion at Heathrow.
 
It therefore seems utterly perverse not to give residents in all four areas the same opportunity to 
hear directly from the Government.
 
In purely practical terms the general consultation events are complete so there would be little point 
in publicising those meetings now.
 
I would very much welcome your observations on whether you are satisfied that the Government’s 
stance on this issue meets your tests for running an effective and inclusive consultation. If you are 
not, I hope that you would ask the Government to reconsider.
 
Given the importance of these issues for Surrey residents I am making these exchanges publicly 
available.
 
I am also copying this letter to Lord Ahmad, Dominic Raab and Michael Gove.
 
Kind regards,
Mike
 
Mike Goodman
Cabinet Member for Environment and Planning
County Councillor for Bagshot, Windlesham & Chobham


